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By RYAN GOAD 

CONTROVERSIAL plans 
for 325 riverside homes in 
Stanford-le-Hope have 
been knocked back 
increasing fears the site 
will become an industrial 
estate. 

Campaigning residents, 
who have fiercely opposed 
the conversion of Stanhope 
Park, Wharf Road, into an 
industrial area, now fear the 
worst. 

Owners and developers 
- Hill Residential and 
Mersea Homes - wanted to 
build the housing estate and 
keep industrial and busi- 
ness use to a minimum . 

But this week’s rejection 
by Thurrock’s regeneration 
bosses, the Thurrock 
Thames Gateway Develop- 
ment Corporation, leaves 
the way open to totally 
industrialise the area. 

Terry Piccolo, chairman 
of Stanford’s HOPE commit- 
tee, said: “An industrial site 
would be totally against 
what people want and we 
made our views clear that 
the lesser of the two evils 
would be a town centre 
development. 

“We've been told that if an 
industrial site was to be 
built, it would mean around 
600 lorry movements a day 

“The roads just could not 
withstand that traffic. 

“I can’t see the sense of 
having an industrial site at 
the bottom of a narrow 
road," 

Jonathan Hills, of Hill 
Residential, added: "Thur- 
rock Council wanted the site 
to be residential because it 
believed industrial traffic 
would cause havoc among 
residents. 

“That issue has not gone 
away. If the site went indus- 
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trial, there will be around 
600 HGV movements a day 
and 3,500 cars. A residential 
site would mean no lorries 
and half the number of 
cars." 

The TTGDC knocked back 
the plans, at this week’s 
planning committee, on the 
following points: 

• It argued the homes 
would be too cut off from 
the centre of Stanford-le- 
Hope 

• It felt the proximity of a 
residential site would be 
inappropriate because of 
the likelihood of the 
Shellhaven port being 
built just yards up the 
road 

• It expressed concerns the 
development would be too 
close to the Mucking 
Marshes site, which is of 
Special Scientific Interest. 
Developers have not con- 
firmed what will now hap- 
pen to the site 

The two options open to 
them are to reapply for full 
planning permission to 
build the homes or build a 
full industrial estate. 

Developers are also con- 
sidering the possibility of 
building a care home, an 
option favoured by Mr 
Piccolo. 

He said: “A care home 
would be a nice option, even 
better than a residential 
development, especially if it 
helped open up the river- 
front to the people of 
Stanford." 


